
	

	

	

	

	

	

Redcatcher Annual Business Meeting Minutes 

June 8, 2016 

(Published June 27, 2016) 

The meeting was held in the hospitality room at the Doubletree Hotel and was called to order 
by the President, Johnny Velasquez at 8:06 pm EDT (08:06 hrs). 

Officers Present:  Johnny Velasquez, President; Jim Brinker, Vice President; Bud Gardner, 
Treasurer; Richard Masters, Secretary.   

Also present were voting members of the association. 

Before the formal meeting began, Eileen Kent from the Infantry Museum addressed the 
members to inform them about their paver program and how they can utilize the Museum. 

The following were proposed, discussed and/or voted upon: 

1. A motion was made to approve the minutes from the last annual meeting. It was 
seconded and approved by voice vote. 

2. A motion was made to accept the meeting agenda.  It was seconded and approved by 
voice vote. 

3. Bud Gardner provided a review of the Redcatcher financial position.  A full report will 
be given to the Board of Directors at their next meeting.  In summary, the association is 
solvent with approximately $29,000 in the bank with $17,000 due to be paid to the Infantry 
Museum and other expenses.  After paying all expenses the association will have a positive 
balance. A motion was made to accept the report, was seconded and approved. 

4. President Velasquez gave the Presidents’ report.  He reminded the members of all the 
work that goes on all year by the Officers and Directors to manage the affairs of the 
Association in many areas. 

 He advised that the Officers and Directors meet almost every month to discuss the 
various actions needed to manage the Association.  The Board of Directors approves all 
major decisions.   

 He explained how the planning for the reunion is a major endeavor and requires a 
great amount of time and effort. 

 He thanked Jim Brinker, Dennis Julianna, and Ted Lackland for working to set up the 
reunion and coordinate with the Active Brigade.  Also, he thanked Dan Nixon and the 
hospitality crew for maintaining the hospitality room. 
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 Next, he thanks Sam Toven and Richard Masters for the change over of the website 
and the update of the site to what it is now.  Sam Toven was thanked for maintaining the 
Facebook site where many Redcatchers keep in touch. 

 The President asked for volunteers to serve on the 2017 Reunion Committee.  He 
noted that Jim Brinker would no longer serve as the committee chairman.  He asked anyone 
who is interested to contact him. 

 The President noted that a lot of effort was made to find and invite “Gold Star” families 
to our memorial service and reunion.  Ne noted that this reunion had more than ever before. 

 The President invited questions and the following was brought up.  A member asked 
why the reunions were not on Memorial Day weekend as mentioned in the bylaws.  It was 
explained that the bylaws state that we will hold the reunions on Memorial Day weekend, 
when it is feasible.  The Board of Directors ultimately makes the decision.  Many things have 
to be considered including the best hotel pricing for the attendees, availability of the Active 
Brigade staff, and the availability of different venues. 

 The President reported that Reno was selected for the 2017 Reunion over Denver 
because the costs for the Denver venue were very high and there were some health 
concerns due to the high altitude.  After investigating several hotels, the Silver Legacy was 
selected as our main hotel.  The room rate negotiated will be $90 per night.  Reno has many 
attractions and events will be selected in the next few months.  Members will be able to make 
reservations for the hotel in the next few weeks.  A notice will be posted on the website and 
emailed to registered members. A motion was made to accept the report; it was seconded, 
and approved. 

5. The next item of business was the election of the Board of Directors.  The secretary 
advised that the term for Directors is one year starting 30 days after the election. He read the 
current slate of nominees; Steve Brown, Walt Bynum, Bob Cusick, Hugh Foster, Dennis 
Julianna, Roy Peters and Harold Hunt, who also serves as Chaplain. 

 The secretary asked for nominations from the floor since ten directors are preferred. 
The following members were nominated: Paul Mooney, Kirk Amerson and Manuel Acuna.  A 
motion was made to accept the slate of nominees including the three just nominated.  The 
motion was seconded and approved by a show of hands. 

6. The secretary proposed a clarifying change to our bylaws. The change would be to 
add, “Directors will be elected for a term of one year”; to Article V. Board of Directors, 
paragraph A.  The motion was seconded and approved by hand vote. 

7. As provided in our bylaws, the members were invited to nominate a venue for our 
2018 reunion.  The following were nominated:  Washington DC area, San Antonio, Charlotte 
NC, Philadelphia and San Diego.  A hand vote was conducted of the members with the 
following results. Washington DC – 5 votes; San Antonio – 11 votes; Charlotte – 14 votes; 
Philadelphia – 4 votes and San Diego – 11 votes.  

 Charlotte was selected as number one and there was a tie for second between San 
Antonio and San Diego.  These sections will be given to the reunion committee to evaluate 
and then submit its findings to the Board of Directors for a vote.  The final selection will be 
published on our website. 



8. A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, was seconded and approved by voice 
vote.  The meeting ended at 09:06 hrs EDT. 

The Secretary has approved these minutes. 

Richard Masters 

Secretary 

 

 


